ThePubici, aproject of the Urbana-Gam
paig) Independent Media Centr, is an
indepencent, collectively-run,community-
oriented publication that providesaforum
for topics underreported and voicesunder-
represeated in the dominant media. All
contributors to the paper are voluniers.
Everyoneiswdcomeand encouraged to sub-
mit artides or story ideasto the editoria col-
lective. We prefer, but do not necessaly

restict oursdvesto, articleson issues of local
impact written by authors with locd ties.

EDITORS/FACILITATORS:
Darrin Drda
Swott Edvards
Linda Evans
Belden Fidds
Bob lllyes
Meghan Kraust
Paul Mueth
Laura Sengrim

THE PUBLIC |
Urbana-@Gampaig IMC
218West Main St.,WbanalL, 61801
217-344-8820

email:
imc-print@pubici.ucime.ag

Websites:
http://puHici.ucimc.ag
www.ucime.ag

Get Involved with the Public i

You cbn't need a degree in joumalism
to be a cilzen journalist. We ae al
experts in sanething, and we hae the
aflity to shae our inbrmaton and
knowledge with othes. The Public i is
always laoking for writers and stry
ideas. We invite you o submit ideas o
proposals diring our weekly meetings
(Thursdas at 5:30m at the UCIMC),
to post a story to the web dte
(http://www.ucimc.org), or to contect
one ¢ the alitors.

+ Become a ciizen joumalist;write a ness
sfory or opinion piece.

» Make a tax-dductible ontribution.

* Help distribute the pubc i around the
Champaig-Urbana aga.

* Hep with fund-rises.

+ Join the aitorial board.

Food Not Bombs: Sharing the fruits and vegetables of their [ahor

A NEW CHAPTER OF AN INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT HAS SPROUTED UP IN C-U

Young community members have united to “fight’” hunger and violence with
Food Not Bombs,an al-volunter organizaiton dedicaéd to nonviolence. Each
week, FNB members obtain food donatonsand recover food that would other-
wise be put to wage. Taking what they've gatheed, afull cousevegetaianmea is
prepaed. Every Sundg at 4:30 p.m.the meal isserved in aloca park.All hungy
people are invited for food and fellowship free of charg.FNB has experimented
with several locatons induding West Side Park, kelton Paik, and Crystal Lake
Park.For the month of September, FNB is serving in Scott Paik, on thecorne of
3rd St. and Springfield Ave.in Champaig.For moreinformaton about FNB call
the Catholic Worker at 355-9774 or e-mail foodnotombs at ucdmc.org.

Libraries nationwide open toors to democracy on September 11, 2004

On Saturday, September 11, people across the naon will gathe in pubic
spaes in nedy every staé D exchang ideas alout issies that madt. Over 300
libraries natonwide will present creaive ways D reflect upon democracy, citi-
zenshipand patiotism.

The Undergraduate Library at the Uhiversity of Illinois in onjundion with
students taking 8cial Justice in the hformaton Professims will host a @mmu-
nity Discussiom Forum an September 11,from 2.00-4.00m, in Room 291 at the
Undergraduat Library, 1402W. Gregory, Urbana,IL 61801.We plan ¢ view two
shat documentaiies (“Life d Liberty” and*We, Too, Sng America: Racist Back-
lash in theAftermath & September 11th) and hee a Hated discussio on the
issues misal in the films.

For more informaion alout this eent, contact DanaWright, Diversity Ser-
vices Lilrarian, University o Illinois at UWbana-Gampaig, voice: (217) 333+
3285, e-mail: dewright@uiuc.edu, or Bharat Mehra, PhD Gandidag, Graduat
School of Library and Informaion Science, e-mail: b-mérral@uic.alu.

This event is free and pen to the pultic. It is pat of The Sptember Project, a
local,nafonal,and dobal dfort to creat a d§ of engagement,a dgy o conversa
tion, a dg of democracy. This project is for all people.To lean mae alout Sep-
tember Project events,visit www.thes@temberproject.org.

Sustaining Contributors

ThePublici wishes to expressitsdesp appre:  Jerusalem Cafe
ciafon to thefollowing sugaining contibu- 601 SWright S, Champaign; 398-9022
torsfor their financial and material support:

The AFL-CIO of Champaign County
SocialistForum: An Open Discussinand
Action Group Meds 3rd Saturdays of the That’s Rentertainment
month3-5pm,at IMC, 218 W Main &.(U) 516 E.John,Champign; 384-0977

World Harvest International and
Gourmet Foods
519 E University, Champaign

Staff of OJC Technologies
wwwojctech.com
278-3933 115W. Main, Urbana

The Union of Professional Employees (UPE) National Fish Therapeutic Massage
113 N.Race, Urbana,239-3400

The Natural Gourmet

2225 SNeil, Champaign; 355-6365 ThePublici would o like to extend thanks

to the following individua sustaines:

The Social Equity Group, Financial West

Sodally Respnsilie Invesing David Green and Harriet Bursztyn

If you or your aganizaion would like to become a gstaining ontributor to thePublic i,
or would like mae information , please c#l344-7265,0r email imc-print@ucimc.og.
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Ilul'lmand Jan Kruse, members of the local anti-war group AWARE, hold a hanner outside the Republican National
Convention in New York City. Of the hundreds of thousands of protesters, nearly 1800 were arrested, including
five members of the Urhbana-Champaign Independent Media Center. For details, visit www.ucimc.ory.
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The Irag War and British Anger

News and Views from the UK

by Ricky Baldwin, the Public i’s UK correspondent

“IT MUST BE A VERY INTERESTING TIME iN
the Stags at the mment,” remaked our
saver at dinng, “with November coming
up’ My wife Cathame and | vere sjoying
a rare night ou without children in he
hometown o Wivenhce,population about
{ 6,000,just outsice Colcheser in Essx,
Endand. The mog frequent subject of
conversaton with naives during this tip, | had aleady
noticed, had shifed from the smdltalk d previous visits ©
the angoing war in taq and the wrld-famous Unacy d
GeorgeW. Bush.

Now in this tny village in the sburban $utheast,the
twenty-samething waitr who atended the laal high shool
and worked at Gatvick Airport before oming hane to
Wivenhce furowed his brow as ve left the estauant and
told me,'l just hge the makey gets out.”

THE MONKEY

There was nuch snikering when we arived in Britain
over the laest error alert in the USpase on thiee and éur-
yearold evidence. But the press and the plib seemed to
treat the ma#tr as par dér the ourse mathe than a sheking
scandalThe phrase“July surpris€’ is unknawn in the UK,
but millions semed to notce the onvenient timing of the
latest OangeAlert.

After all, the @mplete washoti of every sinde justfica-
tion for war with Iraq has eceived much more @en aten-
tion in the UK than in the UShe inessant liesfahe “war
on terror”, the pwer grabbing, the bakroom wheding and
dealing the n¢potistic contracts,all appear in Bitain as @vi-
ous ifhawsh facts,not as onspiracy theory. What sill puzzles
mary people in the Bitish Isleshowever, is continued Amer-
ican sipport for the war even at ever decreasing lees.

Why, they kept asking mebut why? What alout the fact
that thee were no veamns d mass dstuction, no onnec-
tions with al-Qada,and vhat atout Abu Ghrib?

The UK is ertainly no stanger to terrorism. There have
been no tashcans in Btish train staton for mary yeass (the
IRA used o pu bombs in then). The famoust unamed
police ae nav supplemented in the london aea ly dite
squads d Kevlar gopons with submachine guns.And fully
80% d crime prevention budgets nav go to the ulquitous
(vet appaently indf ective) aurvellance cameas.Stll there is
widespeal dismg and digust een in Britain over Ameri-
ca.s eation to a sinde day o terrorism,albet a paticulady
nasty ane.

“Whats amazing d me, confesse a Brighton resicent
named Roger over a few pints,“is that Bush and Geney and
Rums#d and that lot hee managd such a @mplete urn-
around sine 11 @ptember” Roger was shaking his hea
smiling ruefully. “I meanAmerica hal the sipport or sympa-
thy of every county in the world, even the Arab @unties.
But in two shat yeas thg’'ve managd a omplete reversal’

“Now,” Roger sgs, “almost the wwole world is aginst
them, and | think,here at leasttheres a eal sese ¢ being
agpinst Bush and ompary and not aginst theAmerican
people’

THE POODLE

The Uhited Kingdom is ty most acounts the Wiited
Staks dosest dly, not ouning our dient staes in @ntral
America where we train the plice and bioose the esidents.
So dose in fat is the diance that a majopulic debate in
Britain at the mment sems b be whether Prime Minister
Tony Blair should fe caled the US‘poodle’ or whethe that

designation lets him df the hak for his awn lies, his avn
chickenhawk foregn policy and his lbodless saial policy.

Some d the maingsteam pess in the UKwhee thee is
no FirstAmendment but also no petense é media“neutral-
ity”, hase made ther position dear in the matr:; “Blair is a
coward,” procdaims ame hedline from last years Mirror.

The artide then explains that “blood on his hands’ is an
expressiao coinal “to descibe impeccabie politidianswho, at
a safe digance, order the mass killing of ordinay
people...esgcialyto thosemodern political leaderswho have
had no persanal experience of war, like George W Bush who
managd not to srve in Vignam,and the effete Tony Blair”

This gves sone due as ¢ the ginion of the British pub
lic regarding ther governments aliance with the US.And
mary people | talked to expresse dismg that the Hair gov-
ernmant joined the US war o Iraq in @mplete disegard to
pubdic opinion. “Undemocratic” is the word | head them
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FOR U.S.ARMY

NEAREST RECRUITING STATION

A popular British postcard featuring Tony “Uncle Sam” Blair

use.This mg sound stange o American eas.After all, they
have a qieen. But Britons hae foucht long and hat for thar
rights,too — rights the now see evaporating along with ours.

In fact most d the ople | talked to in Endand insistd
that,althoudh “there ma have been same inifal support in
the Stats pbr the irvasim of Iraqg,in Endand thee never
was. Such mnversatons ae by thear nature anedotal, but
they are not meaninigss.Polls of British goinion dispue the
claim as stad, strictly speaking but they still shaw little sup-
port for the invasion and @cupafon d Iraq.

“There has ken little chang in @inion alou the war in
Iraq; found a Rw global atttudes sirvey conducted in Feb-
ruary and March 2004, except in Great Bitain,where sup-
port for the decision to go to war has pimmeed from 61%
last May to 43% in the cuent survey!”

“I'n contrast, the Pew report says,” 60% of Americanscon-
tinue to back the war. Among the coalition of the ‘urwilling,
large mgorities in Germary, Frane and Russa ill bdieve
thar countries made the right decisian in not taking part in
the war. Moreover, thereisbroad agreement in neerly all of the
counties surveyed —the U.S.beng a notable exception * tha

September 2004 o V4 #7

thewar inlraghur, rathe than helped,thewar on terrorisn.

A BBC poll around the sameante found similar elts,
and futher details in the BBC pll may also shd same light
on the meaning fathe rumkers. Ranking the arious pat-
ners in the war fom 1 © 10 ly performane, respndants in
the BBC mll gave British military forces the higpest mak of
the survey: 8.3 — in ontrast b an agsmal 4.9 ér Blair and
4.3 for Bush.The Bitish ppulace sems © shae with the
American a synpatly, or at least agluctance,not © “support
the toops, the everyday grunts who ae sant to do the dirty
work, however wrong the war itsé and haevever decatful the
politicians who plannd it. In the same @l, 42% d British
respndents said the trust Bair less nev than lefore the
war, while only 4% trust him more. On the so-called
“weamns d mass dstuction,’ 22% said Bair lied ouright
while 40% said hexaggerated, leaving a negligible number
who sill beieve.And 55% said that thebelieve the war in
Iraq has not Hped Britairis longterm security.

But what this meansof the Bair government's prospects
is undear The dectoral alernative is the @nsevative Party,
the haéd Tories,who undr Margaret Thather (and,PS.,
John Major) plundered the saial equity accunulated over
generations. Still, Blair and the so-ctdd New Labour — akin
to dinton's rightwing Democratic Leadership @uncil in the
US - can haly rest o ther laurels.

In addition tothe high-profiledefections of Blair's Cabinet
minisersover thelast two yeas,the Labour Party hasreport-
edly log fully half its membership since the war with Iraq,
now downto 190,000total.Certainy no onehasto beamem-
ber tovoteLabourbut such aprecipibus drop spesksstrong-
ly to the dissffection and disgust among the party faithful.

The thid-paty Liberal Democrats ae almost ertain
take up sme d the slak, and Iacal dections hae aleady
seen spotty losses dér all the maja paties in ontests aginst
the Independent Working QassAssciaton and othe mar
ginal goups.

So Blair would face a step uphill climb according ©
almost eery obsaver, perhaps intuding Bair himsédf. Eati-
er in the year Bair reportedly considered sepping down, but
his dosest aids talled him ou of it.

THE MEDIA AND THE PUBLIC

Last year in the leal-up b invasion, hundreds d thou
sands potesed in New York, San Fancis® and othe US
cities.In London protesers rumbered over one milion, out
of a natonal ppulaion aound aly 60 million, agparently
including mag who hal never demonstrated aginst any-
thing in thér lives — not een, thouch they were old eouch
and did @pose itVietnam.

Pro-war dficials in the UK end to Hame the Ii-leaning
media for pubic opposition to the warBut why the aerage
Brit would gve mare cedence b ant-war joumalism thana
its pro-war @unterparts in The londonTimes for example,
they do not eplain.The noton that geople might be reacting
to the fats presanted is aparently unthinkalte.

British ire eupted again mid-August vhen the sipposed-
ly quiet town of Basta near Kwait exploded and a Bitish
soldier was kiled. One.UK forces hae lost a handful inrhq,
in contrast b a neathousand USroops killed. Yet British
outrage over eah death is palpdb. The famiy of the most
recently deceasel stalled avay from a meting with Blair's
staff blaming the Pme Minister personaly for ther son's
death And the pess overed it.

Around the sameirhe anothe British soldi&, recently
back from lIraq, killed hims# with automabile exhaust.

(continued on fage 6)
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America and the Third Wonld

Soott Edvards contribution to the Rublic i of August
2004V4#6 o the Hevane d the 2004American presk
dential ection for the umanitaran ciises in pstolonial
Sudan mises the ral to, once agin, expose the ahistical
assimpions undarlying a persisent American ceed for
intervening in Third World countries.

To ke dear, my aim is not ¢ detract but indeed con-
tribute b the urgnt need for American subjects and cit-
zens D ngptiate a nutualy acceptalde image d imperial
America. To this end,| am mncerned with the wg in
which an ahigirical imag d the Third World is once
agpin creeping bak into the @bat o imperial Americds
naional pupose and the ligral left's séf-assumed global
mission to sae an assmed undmocratic Third World.

To damplify, the article is premisa on the liberal
assimption that while Americans ag not the tpbal wp on
an imperial beat,as the ne-consavatives would hae it,
they must unie © resume thé& once dorious ole as the
global humanitaians, sccial workers, peae krokers and
rescue hmes Pr the sak d saing a gnccidal Sudan.
With the etreat d the post 9-11‘they hat our feedoms’
rhetoric o the freedom-loving and wammongering neo-
consevatves,it seems that the libral sef-represantaion
of imperial Ameica as the harbinger of economic
progress,democracy and luman uplift is in asmdane.

To be lrief, my point is that fom the sitiated perspec-
tive d an Africanist llng subjected and pposel to first
European olonial and nev American imperial power, it is

not the pupose ¢ Third World countries © miror and
help sole the'‘identity’ and saigpolitical problems d a
polarzing, post ®ld-war and pst 9-11 imgerial America
— be they democracy-loving and guilt-diven ne-liberals
or freedom-loving and waimongering neo-consevatives.
The qpressel and aploited people d the Third World
need ndther neo-liberal na neo-consevative missimar
ies. Instead, given imperial Americds long and omplex
political, economic and cultiral involvement in the undr-
development of the Third World, especially after WW?2, it
is probaldy mare urgent o reflect on what imperial Amer-
ica should not d in the Third World. To be aure,while |
am not ertain what imgerial America can @ for the Third
World, | am @nvinced by hisbrical evidence that thee ae
a number of things imperial America has ben doing to
Third World counties that it should sp doing. Incked, a
recent hisorical precedent for this poposition, cleady
worth reemphasizing was the siemic shift in dmestc
reappraisals ® Americds missionar sdf-image as the an-
guad of modernity after its disastous 1960s ivasian of
Vietnam and mdochina plicy. In this urbulent phasea
range d subordinae saial and cultiral couner-move-
ments @gently exposed the hidén sice d imperial Amer-
ica as gounckd in the volence d racism,sexism, ecocide
and gnocide and éhumanizing in its basicalues.How-
ever, as Edvardss essg demonstrates, it is not et saé ©
assme that the old mgiimism and sk-confidence d
repubdican Americds founding ceed and sese ¢ global
missian has leen disturbed even amang a ©llege-educaed
uper-midde-dass. Neverthdess, as evidenced by the

strenuous esistane d a re-conquered Iraqi people,impe-
rial Americas mntinuousl shifing saese é a gobal mis
sion, even unayr the banned humanitaian rdief and lib-
eral democracy, is not unontesed in the Third World.

So how doesAmerica mater for the Third World? To be
clear American perience is \ery important b the dvel-
opment o Third World scieties. However, its saliece is
not as a libral lea to follow. Inseal, its lessms ae kest
illustrated when considered as the most noernized his
torical theate in which the seial-political ugheavals and
contradictions wrought by a ne-liberal capitalist tajecto-
ry to madernity has @veloped furthest.More directly, it's
the &rritory where the soial, cultural, political and eo-
nomic costs and bnefits of a wlonial and nev imperial
capitalist tansbrmaion to malernity ae most vsible, to
be ather embraced, avoided or rejected.

So, by way of a @ndusion, the American experience is
most significant © the Third World when Americansas a
poly-vocal and asynmetric naion of conqueed natve
peoples freed slares,migrant workers and immigant sé-
tler-citizens work out for themsdves th@ mary different
and dten contradictory sdf-perceptions without the ned
for a hetoric of transatlarit rescue missias b postolo-
nial African ounties, often the poducts o imperial
Amaericas foreign policy.

Ken Salo
kensalo@uic.elu
Third World legal stolar at UIUC
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by Sarah Lazare

Sarah Lazae is an undr-
graduate at the Wiversi-
ty of lllinois at Cham
¥ paiq-Urbana, pumsuing
a tbube degree in hisb-
ry and ilosgphy. Her
interests and involve-

= ments indude ant-capk
ant-auhoritaian movements.
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WHILE AMERICAN POLITICIANS repeatdly

throw amound words like ‘freedom and
‘liberation’ as ornerstones & ther poli-

cies,approximately 1.4 milion inmags sit
in U.S. prisons. Why is this?Why does
America havre so manjails? One mibt be

tempted to respnd with a quip that ve

have al been,to a @rtain extent, indoctri-

natd with: “because thee ae so map

criminals’. However, in a ®unty where

the rumber of inmats in stat and éderal

prisons has ina@asel mae than six éld

since 1970 where African Americans and
Latinos bgether represented 63% 6 al of

those incarcerated in 2002, and where

64% d jail inmates in 1996 eaed $1,000
or less @r month,the queston proves far
more complex: what onsitutes a cminal

in this saiety? If more jails simpy lead to

mare “criminal$, is the prison sysem

working? I it is not working for scciay;,

wham is it working for?

PRISONS AND PROHAT

Beginning four decades ago, special
interest goups, politicians, and pivate
companies bgan working the pison sys
tem.At a ime when the 1950s8'just Bame
the communists approach was on the
decline, America neded a nev enemy.
Nixon's bugh-on-crime legacy, the Rock-
efdler drug lavs,and Reaganis diug war al
pointed to a @nvenient culprit — the om-
mon criminal. The realtant explosian o
the grison industial complex can ke com-

es to Prisonens

pared to boosts in nabnal dfense po-
grams,namdy in a duming between the
private and the pule sectors. The Rea
gan, Bush, and Qinton administations
wdcomed prison privatizaton with open
ams.

While the fist private prison business
contract was signed in 1984 letween the
Corrections Qrporation d America and
Hamilton County Tennesse,as @ the year
2000,there were 153 pivately owned oor-
rectional filities goerating in the Uhited
Stakes wth a capaity o over 119,000.
Who are these companies? The third
largest US.prison compary, the US.Cor-
rections Qrporation, has keen accusel of
forcing unpad
prison lakor, and its
chaiman has plead
guilty to money laun
dering. Corporations
like AT&T and West
inghouse also take
advantag d prison-
ers, both © maket
thear products and
services,and b pro-
vide cheap o free lalor. At the sameitne,
as ¢ the year 200081% d those in sta
prison hal been convicted of norviolent
crime,and in 19961 in 4 inmaés was in
jail for a diug dfense,as @mpaed to 1 in
10 in 1983.It would appear as thoug a
growing industial complex needs a gow-
ing maket — mae isoner's.

THE IDEOLOGY OF INCARCERATION

The prison boom ismore than jugt big
businesst is anattituce. It isan unspoken
understanding that certain people are use-
lessto society, that they must be locked up,
hidden awg. It is a daim that the rea-
tionarty condemnaton of individualsisthe
only valid way to confront perceived social
problems.lt isthecreaton of afear culture

“This is not just ahout
sending hooks to
prisoners. This is ahout
huilding a movement.”

to keep this system in place, and to keep
“problempeopl€e’ inther placesAnditisa
reiance on infinite growth, for if impris-
onmant is the solution to perceived soci-
etal problems,then a more effective “solu-
tion” meansmore priscsand morecrimi-
nals.And who are the people being “oth
ered”, shut away, and blamel for Americds
problems? They are disproportionatly
African Ameican,Latino, and poor. The
logic behind the sysem is al too clear

The pison industial complex believes
that it cbes not ned to ansver to aryone.
Its ideology and industy are séf-perpetu
ating and sH-jusifying. Yet, this is an
industy that akals in a cutency d human
lives,and fosers a
reationalty ideol-
ogy based largely
on classsm and
racism.

In order to
coungr this, ant-
prison  activism
should k& enpow-
ering and sipport-
ive © those bhind
bars. The reality o the gison industial
complex is that goples lives ae keing
tossal ou by a system that @pends m
such ostracism. Thus, while organizd
resistane o the pison system accurs an
all different levels, it is ultimately geaed
toward prisoners etting ther lives bak,
and on everyone coming togethe to
develop creatve, proactive was o on-
front the problems facing our society.

BOOKS FOR PRISONERS

A local ollective caled Books Through
Bars seks b build such solidaity. This
recently formed group uses ahatkd books
to fill the ook requests bprisoners from
all over the stae and thoughou the Mid-
west.Books Through Bars also @courages

prisoners to submit thar writing and ar
for puHbication in ‘zines, websites, and
othea media.

What des irvolvement in auch a ol-
lective entail? I you were b walk in © a
typical thiee hour pak-athan, you would
find a smdlgroup d people gatheed at
the Independent Media Center, sarting
throudh letters and searching throuch
piles d books,while mgbe listening to
music @ munding on snaks. Beneath
the surface o this lies the elication and
organizaton required to coordinae such
ge-togethers, to raise funds dr postag,
raise svareness in the ammunity, and b
make ontact with prisoners. Apart from
the olunteer energy, the esouces br the
program, including the lmoks thensdves
and the moey for postag,come from the
Champaig-Wbana community. Most
importantl, however, Books Throudh
Bars rests upn the iwvolvement o the
prisoners thensdves, upon thdar willing-
ness @& estabsh lines & communicaion
with the ollective.

While Books Throudh Bars is a local
organizaion, it is a part of amudh larger
effort. From San Franciso to Philadephia
to Austn, Books to Prisonas organiza
tionsareworking to raise avaeness abou
the prison industia comple, and to pro-
vide support for its victims. Says local
Books Throudh Bars organizr Adam
Davis, “This is not jug abou sending
booksto prisoneas.Thisis abou buildinga
movement’

If you ae interestd in getting involved,
please contact iwillresist@ hikokitty.com
or gue83@hatail.com

The staistics and inbrmaion for this
article can ke found at:
www. prisonactivist.ag
http://wwwpriscsudks.om/factshets. shinl
http://wwwtheatlart.com/issies/98dc
/prisons.hin
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How Latinos Bear the Brunt of Local, National, and Glohal Policy

by Kassie Lamp and Laura Stengrim

Kassie Lamp is arking towards a Ph.D
in speech mmmunicaton where e d
he reseath interests is &cist mhetoric.
She lecame ingrestd in migrant lator
and orporak esmnsiblity after read-
ing Fast Bod Nation, living in Texas,
and wanering df the keaen path in
Mexico.

71 Laura Sengrim is a egular writer for the
{ Public i and a gaduat stident in the
J Department of Speech Communicaton
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“FOOD HARVESTERS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN TREATED THE WORST
andpaid theleast inAmerica; Hugh Phillips,thedirector of El
Centro, locatd a 4 BuenaVigaCout in Urbanapointsodt.

After slavery ended, undfficial economic slavery began in
the orm of crop-shaing, chain gangs,and hanesealers who
depended on dhildren and hied hands @ keep theér fams
running Factory workers in the ea d emerging industry
faced injuries,long hous,inhumane teament, and little pg.
After the Dust Bowl and during the Geat Depressia, dest-
tute Americans and nely-amived immigrants fom Eirope
andAsia scambled to find work and feed ther families.And
as agibusiness gew throughou the twentieth century and
America became the wrld’s economic and cultiral power -
housemillions d Latinos cetassle the orn, hoed the mta
toes and bets, picked the fuit, and bok cae o the animals.

Theshift into aservice-baseeconamy hasseen the growth
of an urban migrant populaton that works under harsh and
calous conditions of factories, restawants and hotes. More
migrants are working in urban setings, but the problem of
explaiting workersin all settings—induding agriculture—stl|
exists.Perhaps surprisingy, lllinois hasthe sixth largest Latino
populaton in the county and rdies heavily on tha particular
populatonfor both urban and agriculturd labor.

Champaign-Urbana is sirrounded by seed corn, the har
vestng o which wholly depends upn migrant workers,
mary of them Laino-Americans who arive from soth Texas
and Mexico o spend eght weeks dtassling orn, as Philips
explainal in our inerview. Combined with the local uban
migrant ppulaion, our aea is in fat temporarily home ©
same 5,000 migant latorers from Easérn Europe,Asia,Mex-
ico, and Central and South America. Despieé Americas
dependence an migrant lator, these verkers ae dten denied
basic fghts induding elucaton, medical cae, housing and
fair wages ty uncamng corporations,malicious lusiness wn-
ers,and pulic ignorance.

EL CENTRO & LOCAL MIGRANTS

When Hugh Phillipscameto Champaig-Urbanatenyeas
ag, after working for several decades in California and yeas
with Cesar Chavez and the United Fam Workers,there were
aporoximatly 500 migrants in the area.After Phillips was
caled to the hospital to translagfor aLatino worker suffering
from infectiousherpes heegablished El Centro por los Traba
jadores—the center for workers. EI Centro was foundd in
1994 to hepfight for therightsof migrant workersand hasfor
adecale now offered a variety of sevicesto migrant laborers.
One of thear recent objectives has induded identifying all
migrant laborersin Champaig County. El Centro then pro-
vides the workerswith identificaton cardsthat alow them to
do things such as cash checks in area banks. Other services
indudead infindingwork,transprtaton and translabnfor
health care and legal services,as well as various educatonal
savicesinduding English asa second language,Spanish litera-
cy, and head dtart dassesEl Centro dso works to combat
emplosers that violak the badc rights of migrant laborers.

The aganizaton faces a difficult dallenge because it
offers hdp to migrant workers regardless d legal statis,which
negates the pssilility of government funding The aganiza
tion inseal rdies totally on donatons fom the pulic and

volunteers © acomplish its @als.El Centro neds a onstant
stream ¢ donafons as wll as wlunteers, particulady bi-lin -
gual wlunteers, to continue improving the lires ¢ migrants
in Champaign-Urbana.

According o Philips,the @mmunity offers a temendous
amount 6 support for the work of El Centro; for example,a
recent food and ¢othing dive yielded 4000 Ibs bdonatons
in one week.Despie the ommunity support, Phillips can stl
cite mary instanes d racism--induding a lutal physical
assault hewvived. On a nabnal scaletoo, despit the fat
that nedy half of the American ppulation is na-white,
physical and eonomic violence overwhdmingly affects peo-
ple d color and thé advocaks. Thus the leal work of El
Centro reflects largr sccial issies & race, economics, labor,
and migation.

LOCAL WORKERS & GLOBAL ECONOMICS

NAFTA, for example,has avastaéd Mexicans, sending
them into pollution-spewing, worker-exploiting, American-
owned magiladora factories and ércing mary to pg coyotes
to hdp them across the brder for the deam dé supporting
their families bak hane.Remittanes ae seond aly to all
in the Mexican @onomy and ae the higpest soure d income
for Cuba,which America mntinues b enbarg. Latinos from
Mexico, Central America, the Garibbean,and Suth America
come b the lhited Staes thinking thg will ean better
wages,sanetimes aly to find that fiee rade has gtted man
ufacturing and ertain agicultural industries.Indeed, almost
half of the workers in the US.manufacturing industry whose
jobs hae teen lost kecause ®NAFTA are Laino-American.

The issie d global tade is a omplex one that vould ke
better auited for address &sewhere; however, it is important b
note that eonomic unest in the Ws.and thoughou the
Americas is elated to trade pats induding CAFTA (the pro-
posal Central American Fee Trade Agreement) and FRA
(the poposal Free TadeArea d theAmericas).Additionally,
changes in @onomic and plitical mnditions sich as the
failed recal vote in Venezuda, the popular support for the
presicnt of Brazil, and the inflence d Cuba as a glitical
player in hemispheric politics al have implicatons that ange
from the Ieal to the dpbal.

While El Centro has eceived local navs overage and jri-
odic influxes ¢ donatons and wlunteerism, the ling-term
structural questons surrounding eonomics and immiga-
tion in a ost-9/11 verld ar seond to the immeiacy o
food, dothing, and da-to-day existence for both workers and
advocatks. Furthermore, the impat of NAFTA and othe
trade ageements is largly industry-specific. Whereas the
conditions for migrant latorers in lllinois who detassle orn
hae dteriorated because larg-scale s companies can
increase gports and pofit margns, for example,conditions
for grape pikers in ertain aeas 6 Mexico have improved
because thg can finaly compete with Californian wineries.

To mntextualize the neds d local migrants and immi
grants in &rms d national and ¢pbal economic and soial
conditions,then, requires a gasp m wncepts d internaton-
al rade and @dmestc policy that ae keyond the sope d this
article. But it is sak o s that the basicuman ights d Lati-
nos vho, whether immigrants, migrant workers, or perma
nent US.residnts,are at isk. Policies sich as the 2002 &h
Doctrine,NAFTA, CAFTA, and the FAA, or hash immiga-
tion enforcement, affect Lainos o the dgree that thg ae
dying on our torders, are permanantly injured in our facto-
ries, and our toiling for minimal wages in our fields.

P0ST-9/11 CRACKDOWNS & SLUMPIG ECONOMICS

Since 9/11 the Us.economy has lecome omplicatd and
unpredictable, and the fects d free rade ae keing felt on
both sices @ the US.-Mexico border. According to Philips,
Americans who ae scambing for work ae mce agin
becoming inerestd in jobs that lefore were et to migrant
workers. Whereas a éw years agp maja companiesrestau
rants and fans would dten cal asking ifEl Centro knew o
migrant latorers looking for work, the calks hae al but
stopped in recent years. Moreover, because bthe sumping
natonal eonomy and USA Rtriot Act, Latino immigrants

where the founder of Urbana's El Centro began his involvement
in labor activism.

and migants ae facing sticter rules br deportation and
often hamssmat, as lav enforcement is increasindy working
hand-in-hand \ith immigration officers.

Sen. Kennedy (D-MA) and Rep. Luis Qutierrez (D-IL)
have soudpt to address the pessing isse d migrant lakor
with “The Safe, Orderly Legal Visas and Erdrcement Act”
(SOLVE Act) which has leen referred to the Sibcommittee on
Immigration, Border Security, and Qaims. The SOVE Act
would be amplicalde to uncbcumented aliens and thie wives
and dildren who hase lived and vorked in the Lhited Stags
for at least fve yeas. The hbll would gant amnest and alow
migrants b work towards citzenship adjust seial secuiity
records, offer a gievan® procedure o get paybacks from
unfair enployment practices,and gant vsas b immigrants
not digible for citizenship

Kennedy argues the SOLE Act would “creat a gnuine
eamed legalizaton program fr undocumented workers and
revised temporary worker program with protection for both
U.S.and freign workers” Kennedy added that the bl would
improve oth wags and wrking conditions,reunite families,
and kenefit national seurity.

Both Sn.Kennady and Ryp. Gutierrez hae citicized Pres
ident BusHs agproach to immigrantsciting the ecent Repubr
lican Hock vote that @featd the fam worker reform hill in
the ®nate. Rep. Gutierrez has penly ciiticized Bushs plan,
which would aly grant a thee year eprieve for undocu
mented aliens kefore sending then back to thar natve oun-
tries. Phillips supports the SOVE Act, adding that it vould
allow migrant workers support from lator unians.Unions,in
tumn, could kegin to hdp these wrkers by presauring ther
employers © aopt livatle wages, better working conditions,
fair compensaton for overtime hous, health sevices, and
access b saial programs Kennedy has stad forcefully that it
is ime to updat¢ immigant legislaton t recognize that
“immigrants hae an esgatial role in the ndon's life, con-
tributing immeasrably to the stength d our county’

RESOURCES

El Centro's web site is availabe at htp://wecome.to/d-
centro;see also Snator Kennedy's web site for informaiton on
the SOWE Act at wwwkennedy.senake.gov and br Represer
tative Qutierrez’s web site s& wwwluisguterrez.house gy; for
poignhant and damning eatve acounts & border issuessee
the work o filmmaker Alex Rivera at wwwalexrivera.om



4 o the Public i

By Wendy Edwards

Wendy Edwards is a gadu-
ate sudent in Library and
Informaion Science at
UIUC. She is inolved in
the community wireless
networking initiafve and
@\ the U-C Incependent
. ‘ Media Genter.

DAN BROWN'S RECENT BESTSELLER, The
Da Vinci Code, propdled a ontroversial
religious aganizaton caled Opus D
into the pubic eye. One daiacter in the
nove, Silas,is an (pus Dei “monk’ who
wears a obe and Kils people who appear
to threaen his missio. Even people who
are not sipporters d Opus Da have
hewily criticized The Da Mnci Code for
its factual earors. Andrew Gredey, an
authar and a piest,sys,"’l am hardly a
defender of Opus D, but | cannot imag
ine than sdting a kiler loose in a sug-
gle aguinst a goup it onsiders dangr-
ous’ Opus De doesrt have monks
either, and its menbers wear a@dinary
clothing. In Urbanatheres an (pus D&
center, Lincoln Green Foundaion, which
houses malerpfessimals and stdents.

What is Qpus Dei? In shat, it's an
organizaton within the Gatholic Ghurch
that “encourages Qiristians d all saial
classes to live consiséently with ther
faith, in the midde d the adinawy cir-
cumstane of thar lives, esgcialy
through the santification d ther work.”
(Opus De websit) John Gueguen, a
retired professo who lives at Linoln
Green, writes, “Soon-to-be-Sint Jose
maiia realizd what he and hisoflowers
were up aginst in carying ou the aps
tolate d Opus Dei. That work consists &
nothing othe than gtting through to
men and vomen, both sinde and mar
ried, living and working in the nomal
circumstanes d life in this world, that
they will miss the vinole mint of their
Christian faith if they don't devote then-
sdves b the pusiit of heroic santity
right whee they are by making ful use é
thar work and family life?
(http://www . acdop.org/catholic_pst
/post_10_6_02 /fwsi.cfm) Opus Da is a
persaa preature of the Catholic
Church, in othe words, a spcial juris-
diction in the Qwrch not linked to a €r-
ritory. The curent prelate o Opus De is
Bishop JAvier Echevarria.

John Allen, Nationa Catholic
Reporter's Vatican orrespndent, says,
“My dbsevaton is that the gople d
Opus [ are generally well meaning
amiade onseavativesoften very compe-
tent at what thg do, who habor a athe
traditionalist vsion of the dwrch and
the culure. It's not ny cup d tea, but
there is @rtainly room for it under the
Catholic hg tent” When | visited Lincoln
Green Foundaion and met with
Gueguen and anotheOpus D member,
| was indined to agree with Allen. Both
men semed to be sinere and likabe
individuals.Opus De consists & mem-
bers catgorized as mmeraries, numer-
ary associaes, supernumeaites, and
numeary auxiliaries (brmerly knowvn as
numeary servants).Numearies are
educaed professimals who commit
themsdves o cdibacy, poverty, and doe-
dience and usally live in an (pus Dei
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center and urn over thdr salafes b the
group Numeary asseciates ae similar
to numearies, except that thg are not
abe o live in the esidnces. Supernu-
merares are maried and unmarried
members with a lover levd of availahli -
ty, and umeary auxiliaies ae women,
usualy less elucatd, whose pofessimal
work is deaning the enters. Thae ae
also @operators,who ae not menbers,
but provide support to Opus Dei. One d
the best-knevn Opus De cooperators in
the US.isAnton Scaliaa Supreme Gutt
justice.

THE FATHER

Why the ontroversy the? To undx-
stand the manizaton and its dtics, it
hdps © know a little almut the Qpus
De's bakground.Opus e was bund
ed aound the ime d the Spanish Wil
War in Madrid by a piest namd Jse
Maria (laer Jsamaiia) Esciva. At the
time Esciva decided to enter the piest
hood, this was a@asmabe caeer path
for a kright, amhtious young manHe
decided that he did not wanbtbe an
ordinary diocesan piest,and in 1928he
got the icdka (which he ldieved came
from Gal) to begin what is nav knovn
as Opus Dei. During the war, same
Cathaolic cergy were persecuted and
killed. Esciva and hisdllowers went into
hiding These early experiences rein-
forced the fundamenta idea that the
Church was undr assault fom enemies
and neded © be defended. In The Forge,
Esciva writes,“”N owadays our Mothe
the Church is Eing attaked in the saial
field and ly the governments d natons.
That is wy God is seding his tildren
— is sending you! — to stuggle, and b
sprea the tuth in those aas.

Esciva was declared a saint by the
Catholic Church in 2002 and is revered
by Opus De members,who often refer
to him as the “Fathe” Esciva himsdf
was a comple and occasimaly para-
doxical man. For example his stance on
women seems contradicdory. In an inter-
view, he said, “All the baptized, men and
women alike,shae equaly in the digni-
ty, freedom and respnsihlity of the
children of Gad” Yet, heenoouragsaca
demic pursuits by saying, “Thee is no
excuse for those who could be scholas
and are not,” but later notes,”...women
needrit be scholas:it's enoud for them
to be prudent’ Addiessing an audience
in Sao Paulq he advised women, “Do
yousdf up look pretty and, astheyeas
go by, decorate the facade even more, as
they do with old building. Hell be so
gragful to you?

Maria dd Carmen Tapia, a forme
Opus D member, found Esciva less
than thiaming. After spending eghteen
yeas as a ameary, she was drced ou
and latr wrote a ook albut he experi-
ences: Beyond the Threshold.Esciva
apaently had some difficulty with
angr management, and according to
Camen's account,he acusel ha of sex-
ual misconduct, sging “You are a
wicked woman! A lost woman! Mary
Magdalen was a sinrrebut you?You ae
a sa@uctress with all your immaorality and
indecency! You ae a sductress! | knev
everything EVERYTHING! EVEN

ABOUT THE
VENEZUELAN
NEGRO! You are
abominabe. YOU
HAVE A WEAKNESS
FOR BLACKS First
with one and the with
the othe. LEAVE MY
PRIESTS ALONE! DO
YOU HEAR? LEAVE
THEM ALONE In
peae. Dont medde
with them! Youre !
wicked! Wicked! Inde-
cent! Come o, look at
the business of the
Negro! And cn't ask
me for my blessing
because | dn't intend
to give it to you!”

Opus De cdams to
be a purely religious
organizaibn, but sociologist Joan
Estudh disputes this in his book Saints
and Schemeas:“Nordigiousingitutionis
ever ‘pury rdigious from the moment
it becomesan institution and hasto begin
to addessthe quesion of transmitingits
content, every ingitution becomesaplay-
ing fidd for vaious forces and interests
(scial,economic,and political)? Money
and expansio were major concerns in
Opus Dé's early days and members
became intereséd in business and gov-
ernment. At the end of the war, Esciva
had establishel a working relatonship
with Franciso Fran®, Spaits caudillo,
and Opus Deé members srved in Fran
co's government. During thistime,Opus
Dei expanad into other counfties,
induding Chileand Argentina.

The approach to rdigion is highly
orthadox. Masses & in Lain, and men-
bers regulaly meet with a spiitual direc-
tor and onfess sinsd a piest. Marny
Ameican Gatholics efer to this sara-
ment as“reconciliation’, but Opus De
seems © pefer the &rm “penane’ One
of the most controversiad practices is
“oorporal martification; a rligious ta-
dition practiced in the past Y Catholic

in Urhana.

religious oders and mmeous saints.

Corporal mortificaion generaly takes
the form of smal sacrifices like gving up
desset at a mealHowever, numearies
use a cilie, a smdl bartbed chain worn
around the lg, and a disciplinea smdl
rope whip. According to the menbers |
interviewed, Silass grotesque séf-flagd -
lation in The aVinci Codedoes not ep-
reset realiy. Althoudh Escrivd was
known for whipping hims# untl the
bathobom walls were spattered with
blood, numearies ae disouraged from
breaking the skinMembers kedieve that
the practice purifies the soul and
reminds them of Jesus suffering and
death.Vladimir Felzmann,a former
numerary, disagees.In an inérview with
City of Secrets auha John Fellain, he
says, “...creaing wffering for yoursdf
artificially is pointless.It doesrit achieve
spiiituality; it's a brm o arrogane’

OPUS DEI AND LIBERATION THEOLOGY

In Lain America, Opus D&'s otho-
doxy conflicts with Liberation Theology,
a oontroversial agproach to Catholic the
ology that bcuses a Xr4aus as a bnger of

The Lincoln Green Foundation (the Opus Dei house) at 715 W. Mil:lli!ﬁn
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justce and bdieves that the Gospels
demand a preferentia option for the
poor. One d the kest-knavn proponents
of Liberation Theology was Oscar
Romero, a Salvadoran achkishop who
said in 1978;When the Giurch heas the
cry of the oppressd it cannot but
denoune the saial stuctures that tye
rise b and prpetuat the misgy from
which the cy aiises. In 1980 Salvadoran
police ingligence agnts shot Rmero
throudh the heart as he said mass.
(Declassifiel US documents later
revealel that Salvadoran Army Maja
Roberto DAubuissa. a gaduae d the
US Sdiool of the Americas,had ordered
the assassiriah.) Romerg, like Esciva,
believed that his @ationship with his fol-
lowers transended death. However,
Romero was leenly interesed in scial
jusice, whereas Esdéva was moe on-
cerned with persmal santity. Romero
said,’And if they kill me,l will rise agin
in the Salvadoran eople’ Esciva wote
to his bllowers: “I will pass way, and
those viho mme aferwards will look at
you with envy as if you were a dic.”
(Cronica,1971)

The curent Salvadoran Archhishap,
Opus De's Fernana Saaz Lacale,has a
friendier relationship wth the Shado-
ran gvernment and maintains that kb
eration thelogy no longer has amg place
in his @unty. In 1997,Saaz Lealle,
who also se/es as militay bishq, was
promoted to the mnk d Brigadier Gen-
eral in the @ladoran Army. Augusb
Pinochet, forme dictator of Chile hal an
abysmal luman ights record, and sone
Opus e members saved in his cainet.
This coperation mg reflect the idea
that“my enemy’'s eneny is ny friend?”
Pinochet and othe Latin American dic
tators were srong goponents o commu-
nism, which Opus Dei considred a
majo threat to the Catholic Church.
Juan Luis dpriani Thorne, Archbisha
of Lima, was the fist manber of Opus
De to be namd a cadinal. A Vatican
website graises himdr his dforts aginst
the “M adst’ gueillas,but Cipriani has
also ome und fire for his Eationship
with former Peruvian presidcent Fuji-
mori’'s authcaritarian regime. These
alianes have raisel quesions about
whethe Opus De members ae @n-
cerned alobut human ights aluses.At
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Cipriani’'s first mass as a aiinal, protestrs chantd,
“Christ is ustice,not complicity”

HOLY CASUISTRY

In the ULhited Staés,much o the @ntroversy sur-
rounding ous Da centers o its approach to recruit-
ing. Opus De creaks noprofit f oundatons,often with
names elated to the Iaaion, and estalishes enters
near bp universities.For example Opus Dei operaks as
the “Lincoln Green Foundaton’ in Urbana and as
“M enlough Study Center” in Menlo Park, CA. Members
may be involved in Catholic o secular stident agani
zatons which provide @portunities br interaction
with potential recruits. For example,Opus D8 mem-
bers in Ubana hse lkeen involved in the Gaduak Dis-
cussim Group a registered sudent arganizaton at the
university. Opus De has a “trickle down” pasoral
approach and is oncerned with reaching future leaers.
It also geraks seondary shools, an alFwomen's ®l-
lege o hospitality, and sipplementary educaton pro-
grams in inner-city areas.Proséytizing is heavily
emphasizd; numeaary ohn GQueguen sgs,“No man-
ber of Opus De will be welcome in hesen unless he is
wel-accompanial!” Recruitment is basd on an“apos
tolate o friendshig’ descibed by Esciva as‘friendship
with a dvine meaning Esciva daims that Gd's stan
dad o holiness onsists 6three points:“holy intranst
gence, holy coercion, and hoy shaméessnessSome d
the goups citics find this alaming.

Esciliva defends this*holy coercion” in Cronica,say-
ing, “...If our Lord wantd to force stangers b come
his banaget, hov much mae will he want yu © use a
holy coercion with those viho ae your krothes...this
most keauiful coercion d chaiity far from taking avay
your brothe’s freedom, wil | delicately hdp him to use it
wdl” However, same brme members disagee, com-
paiing Opus Dei to a cult.Some d the most otspoken
critics ae Tamny and Danne DNicola, who mun the
Opus Dei Awareness Ntwork (http://www.odan.aq),
which was mationed in The CaVinci Code. Some cam
pus piests hae also lecome ©ncerned. Russdl Roide,
S.J the diector o Stanford’'s campus minisy from
1984 — 1992%ventualy bannel the goup flom campus,
calling it “deceptive” When | contacted F. Roide, he
referred me 6 the ODAN website. At Princeton, the
chaplain dismissk Opus De priest C.John McCloskey
after students circulaed petitions and wote letters
about upseting eperiences with him. The Qous De
members | talled with in Urbana semed mae reaso-
ade than the mbattled . McCloskey, and stadd that
members were never presaured to join and vere free ©
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leave at ay time.

PRAISE THE LORD AND PASS THE AMMUNITION

After leaving Frinceton, Fr. McCloskey became the
director of the Gatholic Informaion Center in Wash
ington, DC. His ministy appears © hae a sgcial on-
cern for the spiitual needs d the wealthy. In an essahe
writes,"But the iich, powerful, and infuential hae a
special respnsihility to try to stuggle with these padic-
ular dhallenges,since they run a geatr risk of the loss
of ther souls,in light d the dfts that hae been
bestowed upmn than for God's dory and sevice o oth
es.Rodney Stak...points ou that—ontrary to con-
ventional wisdom and histrical anaysis—in the fist
several centuries é Christianity, the Gospl was most
successfuly preahed not b the mor and the oigasts,
but rathe to the posperous middk dasses anddrcat
ed upper classes in the ¢as’ (http://us.catholic.ne
/rcc/Periodicals/gpress/2001-01/eswsatml)
Mcdoskey made nevs heallines for converting several
high profile people to Catholicism,including Kansas
Senabr Sam Bownbak and brmer Tyco lavyer Mark
Belnick. McQoskey is also a polific author whose wit-
ings are featired on his websit http://wwwfrmc
closkey.com. In his essa“2030: Looking Backwards, a
piece that brings to mind Maragret Atwood's The
Handmaids Tale, he speculats about a “relatively
bloodless onflict” that alowed Christians b “live in
staes that ecognize the natiral law and dvine Revela-
tion, the fight o free pactice d religion, and lavs an
marriage, family, and life that eflect the pimacy of our
Faith” (htp:// www.catholicitcom /mccosley/atti-
cles/2030.hmnl)

Authar and eporter Robert Hutchison is mncerned
that messass ¢ fear and indleran® ma increase
worldwide violence. In his 1997 bok Ther Kingdom
Come, he descibes increasinty strained relatons
between Christianity and slam.Some d Mcdoskey's
writing dovetails with Hutchisan's thesisand it agpeas
that Islam mg be meplacing communism as the ¢v-
celved enemy of the Gatholic Church.In his 1997aview
of “The Qash & Civilizations and the Bmaking d
World Order,” McOoskey writes,“l slam has o several
occasims in pastenturies almost onquered the Qiris-
tian West though a ombination of aggressve and
coercive prosdytism and Iloody jihads. John Raul Il
wants b male sire that it des not hapen agin. He
wants © male wre that thecivilization o love and
truth’ that he é@sies and dresees is dbwed to devdop
and flouish without external theat,be it from Islam,
the decadent madern West,or China’ In 2002 after the
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September 11 attaks, McCUoskey addressel a gaduat
ing dass at StThomasAquinas ®llege, sging, “At the
preseét manent, the world's aly super power is under
attack. We al are living in a ounty during a tme do
war with an enamy that has &en an eemy of Christen-
dom for centuries.At the sameite,we ae undyr attack
from within, from maal decay, from a mistakn noton
of man,and fom a sli& into a hidn-tech babaism,
which atempts o manipula¢ the \ery origins d life”
(http://wwwthanasaginas.du/nevs/navsletter/
2002/simme/macloskey.htm)

THE FUTURE

Opus @ appeas 0 be a goup d committed, ideal
istic people who sinerely beieve that ight is a ther
side. Mary organizatons ould also b descibed this
way — for example,radical activiss (eg., Weathe
Underground),and mamg othes. Although the idckals
may be different, these goups also ha same thing in
common.Each is omprised o individuals who ineract
in ways that mg or may not be healtly. There is sane
risk of groupthink, defined by psychologist Irving Janis
as‘a made d thinking that pople engace in when they
are ceeply involved in a ohesie in-goup when the
members strivings for unanimity override thér moti-
vation to realisically appraise akrnaive ourses 6
action” Such groups ag also capdb o great g@od,
since members ae willing to sarifice and wrk had o
bring alout the saial change that the believe is ned-
ed. Opus D= has «isted for less than aentury, and its
members have dne mth almiralde and vorrisame
things. Like othe& religious aganizatons, Opus De
continues o evolve. However, it is impossilbe © predict
what eactly it will become.

IMC Show

Wasteoid Workforce
The Opportunists
TBA

Od.1 @ 9 PM

Red Herring, 1209W. Oregon, Urbana
$5,all-ages

A rock shav to out-do al the othe rock shavs —
come se sme d C-U’s finest nev rock bands,and
find out just hav much louder 2 dumsds can b.
And con't miss geryones favorite, TBA.

()

Planetarium to feature backyard astronomy workshop

The William M. Steerkd Plangarium at Rrkland Gllege will again dfer a five-week
worksh@ on star@zing in ®ptember. “Backyard Astronomy” will be dfered for five
Wednesdgs keginning Sptember 15, from 7 © 8:30 pm., in the plan&arium dome.

“Backyard Astronomy” wil | give the neice skywatcher the basic kneledge © further
enjoy the nidht sky. The worksha will cover how to real a star bat, where © locake con-
stellations and plans, why the man changs fasemeteor shavers,the magnitude sys-
tem, finding deep sky objects, and Elesope huying. No prior knoMedge is neded.

The mst is $15 pr person and peregistration is required. Interesed persans ma regis-
ter through theAdmissims dfice by using the érm in the fal“Li ve & Lean” guide © non-
credit programs o by picking up a egistraton form at the plan@&rium dfice.Deadline for
registration is Sptember 8. For informaton, contact Dave Leale at 217/351-2567f @mail
dieale@pakland.elu.

Storytelling takes center stage at Stagrkel Planetarium

Storytelling, multiculturalism, and sciace will be ®mbined in a acne-hour gent
offered to the pulic at theWilliam M. Starkel Plandarium o Friday, September 10 at
7 pm.Viewing the wonders d the fal sky, paticipants wll hear stries from othe
lands ly professiamal sbrytdlers,including Kim Sheahamassistantducaion coordi-
nabor at the Spuock Musaim,Kim Petzing, environmental educaton wordinabr at
Allerton Park, and Dae Leale,plandarium coordinaor.

No resevatons ae nexed. Tickets ae $4 br adults and $3dr stucents,seniors,
and dildren undx 12.Tickets ae availalde in the plan&&ium ldoby just gior to the
program.For informaton, contect Dave Leale at 217/351-2567r@mail deale @pak-
land.elu.

Museums workshop for teachers

The Musaims at the €sspads nsatium invites ineresed rimary and se-
ondary sthool teache's © a‘Musaims Informaion Night’ workshg on Monday, Sep-
tember 27 fom 7 b 9 pm. at theWilliam M. Steerkel Plangarium at Rurkland Mllege.
Teahers can pi& up information on programs,outreah, and fidd trips,plus se shat
pres@tations by exh of the éght Champaig County museums in me plae. Refresh
ments will be seved. The e/ent is free, but interesed teachers ae asled to register in
advane ly caling Dave Leale at 217/351-2567rdby emailing deale@pakland.alu.

WRFU Meetings

WRFU is an IMC poject to build
and qerate a lav-power radio
sgve our community. With 168
hours aailable every week b fill
with YOUR public affairs, music,
and ats shws, WRFU is seking
volunteers © séf-organize gogram-
ming groups and perform other

“World of Science” lecture series

FROM KITES TO JETS: THE PHYSICS OF FLIGHT
Curtis Shoaf, Parkland College, Dept. of Natural
Sciences
October 1

Airplanes & heaier than airso hav do they
fly? Lean about the basic pnciples that dbw
everything from gliders © supersanic jets et off the

functions d the staion. We will be  ground.

on the air ly June 2005 p smner. 7 pm.in the planéarium,and almissia is aly
WRFU mettings ae hed the fist $1 at the dor.

and thid Tuesdgs d the manth at The lecture/presenter list is also @ailalde on the
8pm at the IMC,218 W. Main in  Web:

Urbana.This manthis WRFU mest-
ings are Sept. 7 and Sept. 21.

www.pakland.&u/coned/pla/leture.himl.
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by Scott Edwards

Swtt is a Grad student at
the U of I, whee he is
reseathing the manage-
ment of the human conse
quences of violent con-
flict, induding refugee
| iswes and, cumrently, the
trafficking and expldta-
tion of womenin Africaand Asia.

“While aur hand caries the god intent to
what eems b be its onsaimmaton, the fruit of
evil grows from the seds d nadle thaght!

—Hans Morgenthau

I HAD WHAT I BELIEVE TO BE THE WORST JOB
in the world. I'm not sgieamish abut work,
and am hapy doing most ag work, whether
marual o othewise. But after | graduated
with a BA. from Flarida Stag¢ University, |
found nysdf in a world persmal chaos.The
year was 2000and | was eployed by the
Florida Demacratic Party during the oordi-
naed campaig with the DNC ¢ dect Al
Gore Residnt o the Lhited Stags.My job:
convince young people to vote for Gore.

SELL-0UT
L et mestep back for aminute.| have always
in my adult life dedicaéd my persand and
professioal effortsto worthy socid and polit-
ica causes. Causes for peae, for jusice, and
for equality; causes for a progressve world.
Grassoots moements thive amamg the
networks d interconnected individuals with
mary organizatonal assoiaions.l was ae
of those indviduals in Bllahasse and Floi-
da at larg.| was in @untless manizatons,
asseiating with countless fiends with whom
work and plg mdded together as our ir dess
efforts wore . | loved these fends as rach
as | did the good work we were doing.
Neaty al the aganizatons | was inolved
with planned to help, either directly or
covertly, Ralph Nader gamer votes in the kec-
tion in Flarida. My job with the paty was b
trave throudhout the state and convince
these jpople the were wrong. To become,in
ess@ce, the eemy to the mople | loved.
| was a filosgphy/political sciece double
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Vote Your Gonscience

major as an unergraduate (which is proba
bly why | had so nuch time to ke ative).
Required courses for philos@hy majors
almost alvays induded a ourse m ghics.Of
course, poli sci undrgrads hal to tale a
course m dectoral kehavior and US.institu-
tions. These ourses dbwed me b work for
the Democrafic Party in the 2000 lection
withou sgnificant internal moral crises.

PREAGHING TO THE PROGRESSIVES

The pogressves | worked with that | nav
had to rally to supporting a @nter candidag
were not stipid. They would not iy ary
lines almut Al Gore keing for “economic jus-
tice’ or “individual liberty”. | had to ke ha-
est,both with then and wth mysdf, about
the staks at hand.

In political sciace,one d the first things
you lean is that the tw-paty system in the
U.S.is a fundion of individuals not'wanting
to throw their votes avay” by voting for any-
one dse hut one d the bp two most lildy
winners. Mary of us dn't like this,sine we
end up wth two candidags at thedp, fight-
ing for the support of the meadian \oter in the
electorate (who, incidentally, is likey fairly
consevative).So what b we,as pogressves,
do?We wote our“consciace’. We rail against
the system in the most emacratic way possk
ble: our vote.But what tbes that meana/ote
your conscience?”

The bggest brum | atended for my job
was a emmunity meeting with a Green and
RepuHbican representatve,and melt was an
audibrium with a few hundred people. My
arguments were stak. “If | made the boaice,
Ralph Nader would be my Presicént” |
opened with. That ¢t everyonés atention.
“But | don't have that boice’ Hisses and
boos.It was dear thee were lots d Greens in
the houseGood. Thats whom | was thee ©
speak ©. The forum cuickly broke down
because 6 poor facilitation, and thee was
roughly an hour bexchanges letween audi
ence manbers and mysdf. The Repulican
represatatve Iet a half-hour in.

| could anly repeat the same linef aea
sming, over and oer, about the potential
large-scale kectoral dfects o a stong Green

final act o protest?

coming from.”

— sary, but, superficial.”

UK.

The |I'al| Wal‘ alld BI‘itiSh AII!IBI‘ (continued from page 1)

Major newspaper reports cetailed the soldi€'s goposition to the war indag,the hangs
in his prsmality that semed to result from his ime in Irag,and his famil's bdief that
the war wasd blame.Some hedlines e/en passe alang ther demand:Was his @ath a

Contrast the US nmiids treament (or non-treaiment) of the Reaeful Tomorrows
group d family mambers d those kiled in the Sptember 11 errorist attak. When fam
ily members mached between Washingon DC and New York City, opposing waycary-
ing signs that eal, “Not in our namé&, The New York Times eported simply that they
were “mouming” and copped thear protest sigis ou of the acomparying photo.

“Why is theAmerican melia so onsevative?” aslked Maggie, a néghbor of my in-
laws, in an imgomptu cumbsice chat. “Is it because bthe @rporate awnership?”

Her husband Dee chimed in: “We hare Rupert Murdoch, but we knov where hés

“Yes, admitted Maggie,"“here you can eal The Guardian o The ihdependent, even
The Times,and,OK, you micht not agee with them, and,yes,it's based, but you knav
where you stand vith them, and at least thie's sane real fats thee,and yu can argué.

“But theAmerican pressfrom our perspective hee; Dave alded,” sems so ¢jtzy and

Here, then, is anothe unthinkalte queston: What would hapen if the US mdia
were less aperficial and eported mae facts, dropped the petense ¢ nedtrality and
openly disageed on curent issies? Tie answ is left to the eale’s imagnation with
one histrical nog; that is,the iony that vhat the Bunding Rthes ewisioned for
American cemocracy, with al its flaws,is perhaps nav more dosdy approximated in the

shawing in Florida. There was nothinglee |
could sy to these pople, mary of whom, |
thought, viewed me with greaer disdain than
they did the Rpublican.!| left more than a
few o the pultic forums | hal paticipated in
with wet eyes because of my treachey.

VOTE YOUR CONSCIENGE? WHAT'S THAT?

Weknew from the polling that it wasgoing
to be adose race. The number of undeciced
voterswas rdatively low, and the Greenswere
our best hope of estalishing a ssfe margin.
“Thisign't locd government. Thisisrit even
Congress were taking about, I'd say.

| had, until Nader stated polling well,
been wlunteering for the Green Party to hdp
with local elections. Conversatons | had
about the Residntial campaign made me
unwelcome by same.“L ocal dections ae dif-
ferent,” | tried convincing them. They didnit
understand vhat | was so aéid d.

“This is b pik who mntrols the dajl
operations d the federal government. Think
of the ewironmental destuction, death,and
auffering that will occur if this al tycoon is
elected to the Residncy’ My words were
eerily prophetic, thoudh I'd hapily give a
limb for them to have been overstaed.

What isan “ethical”vote? If you are aPro-
gressie,isit ethica tovotefor a3rd party can-
didae for the Presidntid dection ina swing
sta&? One is a9 taught in civics courses
(althoufp it sfairly obvious) tha changinthe
U.S.throudh federal government happens in
incementd seps.The U.S. governmant was
desiqed by thefoundyrsto bedow enoudn to
stymieradicd chang (which soundsbad now,
but recal late 1920sGermary).

Asafunctionof thischarecterisicof Amer-
ican governmant, afier 4yeasof Bushactivists
will be spending decades undoing the damage,
on dl fronts, from the courtrooms to the
stregts. How long will it take to get badk to
where we were in 2000? | won't mention the
possilility of 8 yeas of Bush.So the“progres
sive’ action of voting for Nader in Horida in
2000 perhapshelped ustake'x’ steps back,and
totheright.The Green hopewasthe Democra-
tic Party would “wake up’ and retum to their
roots.Weve seen some candidates in the pri-
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maly that exemplified this. But a wha cost?

Knowing what we know now, | wondk,
hav many of my old Florida Green friends
would find their vote ethica? Forsaking every-
thing ese, this Presidnt has had a very direct
hand in the degths of tens of thousands of
innocent human beings, and hundeds of
thousandsmoreindirectly throuch hispolicies.

As a milosgphy majar, and a giasi-ili-
tanianist, ethically, | tried making the case in
2000 that the mtential for mass injisice—
should Bush be elected—ouweighed the
Green's ghical diligation to “vote thér con-
science’. | was ebuffed time and ime agin:
the injusice will exist unde either candidag,
so vhy not male a stagment? | was nedy
swayed to quit my job atout a half dozen
times. Now, of course,| am satirated with
guilt that | hal not worked hader.

UNEMPLOYMENT

Gae and Bush werent gdarkly different
enoudh in the 2000 campaign for meto have
the efect | needed. But the Presidncy is an
officeof contingency. Somehing happens and
ghe mugt react. Thereis no way to campaign
on tha. | tried making tha case. “We dont
knowv what will happen in the next 4 yeas’

| thought my friends repeaéd daims that
Bush and Gore were indiginguishake were
disingenuous.At very lead, the worlds they
would ruleover wouldvelooked different.One
better than the other. Not great,but better.
They,in tum, sav meas| saw mysdf on occa
sin: asasdl-ou; a cog in the party machines
that were warping Ameican demacracy.

What if? What if | had gotten 600 mae
Greens © chang thér minds? Demandd
more maney from the Rarty for my activities?
I'd sfll be a sHd-out, but I'd be so in a &ter
world, | think. Of course,Gore lost the kec-
tion and Rish sble it, but | did hae a \ery
real @portunity to male a diference,and it
passe me ly.

It weighed heavily on my consci@ce every
marning| got the newsof what Bush had done
the day before.What aterrible job | had had.

So | decided to move © a nm-swing staé
until after the 2004 kection. Don't forget to
vote your conscience.

Hail te the Hijecker

Who needs the POPULAR
VOTE when ya got friends
on the SOOPREME CQURT?

Osama WHO? 1T know of
another FORMER ALLY
who's even SCARIER!

C
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Hey, Tdon't like where
this is goin' — time to
turn this baby AROUND!

Holy war zone! = I'm

totally surrounded
by ENEMIES!

Just like at the Republican
Convention in New York!
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By Bob Illyes

AFTER THE ATTACKS Of
9/11, the Bush @minis
traton entered into a
“war on terrorism’ that
seemed to have little
regad for the facts a
hand and onsauently
= s [ittle concern for justce.
Compendia d the “lies’ that led © the
occupaion o Irag ae hov comman-
place. It is easya cynicaly conclude that
American foregn policy is fuly unde
the @ontrol of war pofiteers. The ne-
consevatives see it quite differently,
however, and onsider the alminista
tion to be ating ou of patiotic motives
and in the bst inerest ¢ the Uhited
Staes.The documentary“Hijacking Cat
astophe: 9/11, Fear & the Selling of
American Empig’ explores ne-conse-
vaive influences on Ameican policy.
The disintegration of the Soviet
Union was sen as a unige @portunity
by a smal group d neo-monsevatives
who ae nav a pat of the Bush aiminis
tration. In 1992,a menber of this goup
namel Paul Wolfowitz wrote that the
United Staes should tak alvantag d
its position as an unmposed superpower
to preemptively secure “access 6 wital
materials, paticulady Persian Glf ail.”
An gpponent o the ideas in this irrnal
Depatment d Defense @cument lealed
it to the New York Times,spaking con-
siderabe dcebat. The use bpreemptive
military force, which is nav known as
the Wolfowitz doctrine, was not ecept-

i ’\8\&
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Hijacking Catastrophe

able to mostAmericans at theitne, and
the n@-mnsevaives knev that it would
take an eent like Reat Harbor to allow
them to atempt to jusify such agres
sion. The attaks d 9/11 povided exactly
such an eent.

TheWolfowitz doctrine was eff ectively
made policy by the Nationa Secuiity
Strategy issued by
the Bush adminis
traton in 2002.
This documat
argue for pre
emptive war
aganst Iraq based
on Irads intent to
use weapns of
mass destudion
agang the United
Sta¢s.However, it
is now evident |
that Iraq repre- |
santed no threat
to the secuiity of &
the United States. §
Therewasno rdi-
abe evidence
before the inva
sionthat weapns
of mass destuc
tion would be
found and nonewerefoundWhat isper-
hapsnot evident isthat the neo-mnsev-
ative agendafor Iraq is being carried out
to compléion. It is this diversion from
fightingterroriam to promotng neo-mn-
savatve aims that is referred to as a

The Media Education Foundation Presents

HIJACKING
CATASTROPHE

9/11, Fear & the Selling of American Empire
Narrated by Julian Bond

hijacking

The “Hijacking Catastophe’ DVD
contains a nmber of interviews in aldi-
tion o the ecumentar, including oe
of Shadia Dury discussing Eo Stauss.
After fleeing Nazi Ge&mary, Srauss spnt
much time tying to understand vy the
Weimar Republic was pwerless b pre-
vent the ise d the
Nazis.He oncdud-
ed that ordinay
people were not
adequaely capake
of voting in thar
own best inerest,
and that dmocra-
cy itsdf causd the
rise of the Nazis.
Over 200 yas d
demccracy in the
United States
argues otherwise,
and Strauss sur-
prising condusion
would ke d little
interest were it not
for the fat that the
neo-consevatves
in the Bish almin-
istration are heai-
ly influenced by
Straussian idas.Strauss wasn fact, one
of Paul Wolfowitz's eahers at the Wi-
versity o Chicagp.

Borrowing from Plab, Strauss taulgt
that government policy was lest ater-
mined by the wisest menbers d scciety,
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and that nble lies were sandimes ne-

essay in cases Weae adinaly people

could not unérstand thie best inerests.
Was the taim that taq theatned the
United States with weamns of mass
destuction an hmest mistak, or was it
seen as sich a nble lie? & the ndle lie

acceptalde in American democracy, or

does it cestoy democracy? Is the ontrol

of Persian Qulf oil by preemptive mili-

tary action realy in the sédf-interest &

ordinarly Americans?Although the Lhit-

ed Staes curently has a faly free hand
in the use bmilitary force, it is not free

to escap the onsejuences d doing the
wrong thing This documentary males
an important contribution to the amgo-

ing debate d these isges.

“Hijacking Catastoph€’ is available
from the Media Edicaion Foundaion at
www.medieed.ag. The 2002 National
Security Strategy is availade at
www.whitehouse.gv/nsc/nss.pdf (or
nss.hinl). Shadia Dwry is the athar of
two books a Leo Strauss! The Rlitical
Ideas & Leo Srauss and“Leo Strauss
and the Ameican Right’. Additonal
informaion on the neo-onsevatves
may be bund in the dly 2003Vanity Fair
article “Bushs Brain Trust’ In it, Wol-
fowitz staks that the linking foStrauss
ideas & Ameican mlicy in Iraq is“a
product o fevered minds. Drury males
a stong cased the ontrary, while being
caeful to point ou that thee is nuch ©
admire in Staus& work beyond the w
ideas binterest b the n®-consevaives.

BECOME A MEVIBER OF THE UCIMG

The UCIMC menbershipis the UCIMC.Although sane people ae albe © volunteer
more ime than othes, every member is equally important when it comes 6 deciding
the dikection for Indymedia in Urbana-Gvampaig. From the keginning, our IMC was
founded on this icea d equality — no sinde group, managrs a represantatves ae in

membership meting, which is twice yeaty, on the first Saturday of April and the fist
Thursdy of October.

UCIMC membership dies ae the lilk of the funding that mads the UCIMC psst
ble. Without the financial gpport of our menbership the UCIMC simpl would not
exist.

Membership is anoal and the des ae sliding scale ahaion o $25-$50 er year
However, no ersan will be refuse menbership kecause ban inaliity to pay. Anyone
may request that the UCIMC we al or pat of the IMC manbership cdnation by
talking © ary working group d the UCIMC.You can alsoltoose ¢ become a $Sistair
ing Funcer and anae $10-100 mothly to the UCIMC.

In addition to keeping Indymedia alive and vbrant in Urbana-Giampaig, member-
ship in the UCIMC omes vith benefits. Members can:
« check out media-making guipment
« use the diting equipment in the poduction room
* check out books, magazinesyideos,audio
* cassétes,and zines fom the UCIMC library
* rent the UCIMC spae at aeduced rate

These a ust smdlways in which we can thankgu for your support. But realize that
you ae a parof the UCIMC in mae ways than yst thouty your checkbook. Your wice
can e head thoudn our ineractive nevs website htp://www.ucimc.ag, through the
Pubic i, through the IMC Rdio News, Mondgs at 5:30 PM o WEFT 90.1 FMand
through paticipation at UCIMC megings.

BECOME A MEVIBER TODAY!
Please taix a manent to fill out and eturn the @naton form to stat or renew your
membership make a ;me-tme donaton, or become a $istaining fincer.
Urbana-Champaign Independent Media Center
ATTN: Treasurer
218 W Main St, Suite 110
Urbana, IL 61801-2725

IMC DONATION FORM

Please wite in your contact informaton below:
Name:
Street Address:

charge. The decisions that aféct the UCIMC the most armale by the menbers at the Gty stae zIP

Telephone:
Email:

Please lseck one:

[ 11would like b become a $istaining nder at _ pr manth.
(Cirde ane)

$5 $10
OTHER:$__

$25 $50 $100

[ ]! would like to enew my membership at __ ($25-$50)ep year wth my enclosed
check made ou to UCIMC. (Circle ane)
$25 $30 $35
OTHER:$

$40 $50

[ ]! would like b male a me-ime donaion o __ with my enclosed check made out
to UCIMC. (Circle ane)

$50 $100 $250 $500 $1,000
OTHER:$__
THE UCIMC'S MISSION

The Independent Media Genter is a gassoots aganizaton committed to using
media production and distibution as adol for promoting sa@ial and @onomic justice.
The IMC is not ened or funckd by corporate spnsas and dvertisers and ve ae in
need of your support to sustain our &orts.

Thank you for you support!




